CHAPTER V
INDIAN EDUCATION
Few countries, and certainly no Western ones, have
had systems of education which have had such a long and
continuous history with so few modifications as some of
the educational systems of India. The long centuries
through which they have held sway show that they must
have possessed elements which were of value, and that
they were not unsuited to the needs of those who develop-
ed and adopted them. They produced many great men
and earnest seekers after truth, and their output on the
intellectual side is by no means inconsiderable. They
developed many noble educational ideals, which are a
valuable contribution to educational thought and practice.
But the early vigour, which showed itself in the great con-
tributions which India made to the science of grammar
and mathematics and philosophy and other subjects, had
long since spent itself when that momentous change
began, which was brought about by the introduction of
Western education and learning. The Brahmanic
educational system had become stereotyped and formal
and unable to meet the needs of a progressive civilization.
We have then to seek for the causes of its decay and
failure and the reasons why it was unsuitable for present-
day conditions in India. But we must also seek to under-
stand what elements of permanent value it possessed and
what contributions it has to make to the educational
thought of the world in general and India in particular.
In considering these questions we shall be most concerned
with the Brahmanic system and the education of special
classes of the Hindu community which were more or less